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1. Introduction

The Vancouver Organizing Committee for the 2010 Olympic
and Paralympic Winter Games (VANOC) has developed a
health care program for the Vancouver 2010 Paralympic
Winter Games, under the supervision of the International
Paralympic Committee (IPC) Medical & Scientific Department
and in accordance with the provisions of the IPC Handbook.

VANOC Medical Services has developed a program to meet
the health care needs of athletes, officials, Paralympic
Family members, Games spectators, media and workforce.
During the Games an extensive number of professionally
trained and qualified Medical Services workforce will deliver a
number of services.

VANOC medical services include:

- Medical facilities for athletes at competition and official
training venues, in accordance with each International
Paralympic Sport Federation’s (IPSF) requirements;

- Medical facilities accessible to Paralympic Family members,
VANOC workforce, media and spectators;

- A Polyclinic in each of the Paralympic Villages (Vancouver
and Whistler)

- Medical facilities at the Vancouver International Airport,
Paralympic Family hotel and for the Opening and Closing
Ceremonies and Victory Ceremonies.

- A cohesive network of hospitals and health care facilities
for athletes and the Paralympic Family.

- A dedicated emergency medical transport system from
venues to Polyclinics and/or hospitals utilizing the British
Columbia Ambulance Service (BCAS).

- A comprehensive and integrated public health program to
perform inspections and surveillance of ilinesses, food,
water and air quality, and to respond to any issues.

- Access to interpretation services at all official
VANOC venues.
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Only those persons identified on an National Paralympic
Committee’s (NPC) Medical Practitioner Declaration Form will
be authorized to provide medical care to members of their
own delegation while in British Columbia, or to athletes from
other delegations subject to a written agreement between
NPCs, submitted to VANOC. They will be able to access
VANOC facilities at venues and at the Paralympic Village
Polyclinics, with visiting privileges at the Paralympic hospitals
and at other Vancouver Coastal Health hospitals and
facilities.

In welcoming you to Vancouver 2010, we look forward
to continuing the tradition of high-quality medical care
provided by previous Organizing Committees for the
Paralympic Games.

Dr. Jack Taunton Dr. Mike Wilkinson
Chief Medical Officer Director, Medical Services
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2. Ethical Guidelines for Health Care
in Sports Medicine

The IPC Medical & Scientific Department endorses the following ethical guidelines,
recommended by the International Olympic Committee Medical Commission, for physicians
and allied health professionals who provide medical care to athletes and sports participants
("athletes”). These guidelines have been modified from those prepared by the World Medical
Association (World Medical Journal, 28:83, 1981), include some principles contained in the
1997 ethics statement of Fédération Internationale de Médecine du Sport (FIMS) and
recognize the special circumstances in which medical care and guidance are provided for
participants in sport.

- All physicians who care for athletes have an ethical obligation to fully understand
the physical, mental and emotional demands placed upon athletes during training
for and participation in their sport or sports,

- Since many athletes derive a livelihood from sport, the physician should pay due
regard to the occupational medical aspects involved.

- Afundamental right of all patients, including athletes, is to seek a second
opinion. Athletes, whatever their status, must never be denied this right. It is
recommended that this is undertaken with the knowledge of and referral from
the treating physician.

- Itis the responsibility of all physicians who care for athletes to ensure that they
are cognizant of the changes that have and continue to occur in the medical
management of athletes, and to ensure that optimal care is provided to athlete
patients.

- Advances in sports medicine and related subjects must never be withheld to
benefit selected athletes, and must be disseminated or published.

- When an athlete is a child or adolescent, the physician must ensure that all
training and competition is appropriate for the stage of growth and development.
Some athletic activity may jeopardize normal development — physically and
mentally — and should be prohibited.

- In sports medicine, as in all branches of medicine, professional confidentiality
must be observed; the right to privacy relating to medical advice or treatment
must be protected.





